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the reproduction of organic bodies : and hence we must admit "the inconceivable theory that the division of the organic force which takes place in reproduction causes no diminution of the force itself." In death, on the other hand, the organic force is resolved into its general natural causes, whence it seems to be regenerated once more through the vegetable world.
All these considerations do not seem at first sight at all clear, nor are they all new ; indeed, we already had occasion when dealing with Miiller's predecessors to object to their habit of understanding the vital force in a quantitative sense. But what is a really original consideration is the way in which Miiller, though presupposing the wrong idea that the vital force itself can be understood quantitatively, raises the question of the origin of that quantity; or, in modern terms, the way in which he requires a sort of " source of energy " for it. Truth and error are mingled here ; rather we should say, of course, there must be a source of energy for phenomena of life, but that which really characterises them has nothing to do with a source of energy.
After the manner of the Aristotelians, Miiller distinguished a vegetative power, a motive power, and a sensitive power; everything originates from the " primum movens," whose creations become more and more specific. The reason ascribed to that " primum movens " is far mightier than human reason ; "all problems of physics are determined by this creative activity." It is also the cause of the instincts which, as by Treviranus, are regarded as a form of dream.